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By Lamp’s Glow...... 
Lassen Empire 


Built from one small, old steamboat on Cedar Lake 
ets Me eaten en ee eal LARC 


Story by Dyan Adamms 


Dim oil lights shone yellow at the edge of the lake, couples strolled through 
the dark, piano players, nickelodeons, three piece orchestras entertained during 
the season'those elite guests who came from C lucago and, eventually; nationwide. 

‘The Cedar Lake season - said to be one of the finest in the counuy - and 
Lassen’ empire favorably compared to The Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island 
in Michigan. 


At the very end of the 19th century, possibly 1896, Thomas Lassen, of Chicago, 
purchased one of the first homesteads which stood on the eastern shore of Cedar Lake. 
THe homestead was described as a ‘two-story, single-sided, lathe and horse hair-lime 
plastered house.’ 

Thomas was the father of four; Christ, Harry, Mathilda and Thomas Jr. Christ, 
pronounced as in mist, was also called Chris. Born in 1874, he was approximately 
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dress up the lakeside of the hotel. Auto brought for the occassion. 


Shadbonna Features | Jasoc of Woandland Tribe. 


a 


Deep River Park is 4 
1+4....and wildflower . 
pril 25 & May 16, at 
oto contest ibi 
River's grist mill dur- 
ny & June...free. 
al Day Service is at 
h VeteransMemonal, 19, 7-9, free. Jazz concert at 
Run, May 25, MaimGary Library,every 3rd 
. Consider a geneal- Sunday, 3-5, free. Visit his- 
brkshop at Valpo toric Coambs House in 
.April22 from 6:30- Chesterton, May | -Oa 31, 
ee. Puppet show at 1-5, closed Mon., free. 
y Buell Visitor Cen- Luxury of Lace, LaPorte 
es, May3,lpm-The County Historical Museum, 
bhift’ is about night Tues - Sat im April, 10-4:30, 
. Taiko Drummers free. 
best Buddhist Temple Send your info if it's free. 


NTS - ENTERTAINMENT 
AY From THE HEARTH 


Red Cedars 
7 Museum 


LOCATED ON THE SHORES OF 
CEDAR LAKE, INDIANA 


The Lassen Hotel, a Victorian resort 
hotel, was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 

1981. The Cedar Lake Historical 
Association now operates the 

old Lassen Hotel as a museum... 
enjoy our antique costumes, historic 
se photographs, theme room exhibits 


ind porch...enjoy the scenic view. 
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be flapper's dress was ‘the bomb.' Learn 
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22 years of age when the family moved from Chicago. Chris was the most enterprising as 
far as business and the public. 

Known for wearing a commodore's cap with a sun shield and gold emblem, he was 
already captain of an old steamboat, the first of the Dewey Line of Boats which eventually 
became a fleet in 1915, and, for about [5 cents, chartered passengers from the Monon 
Depot to one of many hotels around the lake, and their growing complex. 

When Chris was 30 and his brother, Harry, 18, in 1904, the family built the Lassen 
Dance Pavilion on their 700-feet of east shore property. The piling-stilted pavilion, built 
completely over the water and surrounded by awide pier-porch, was constructed in winter 
when carpenters could work over the lake on ice, 

Chris managed the pavilion, keeping nonsense at a low, retaining the ‘socially correct’ 
atmosphere, charging 25 cents to enter. A long, slim saloon with an even wider porch-pier 
was added soon after, and an ice bam to supply summer ice. Ten years later the kitchen 
and dining area were added, known as 
Lassen's Buffet. 

The Lassen empire had Indiana's 
largest on-water dance pavilion, catering 
to guests and locals. The cottages, bath- 
ing beach, bath houses, snack conces- 
sions, motor boats, launches, garage and 
repair service, and sawmill completed 
the empire.....until 1920. 

The eastern shore occupants at that 
time, Lassens every one, including sib- 
lings and spouses and children, were; 

; Thomas Sr. and his wife, whom every- 

: one called Grandma; Harry and wife, 

Lena Schlisher, who also had a daughter 
——— 1 named Harriet; Chris and wife, Hazel; 
Courtesy of Cedar Lake Historical Assoc. ThomasJr. and his wife, Helen O'Leary; 
Hazel Lassen, wife of Chris, managed hotel 44 Mathilda Lassen, whois said to have 
married many times, once to the owner of the Chicago Daily News. The family managed 
the complex, with Chris concentrating on the pavilion and fleet, and Harry and Tom, Jr. 
managing the saloon. Lena was main manager of the butfet. When Chnis was 46, in 1920, 
his wife, Hazel, had a challenge. 

Chris decided to build the Lassen Hotel, which Hazel managed. Hotels, inns and 
rooming houses of the area have numbered 52, and all are accounted for by the Cedar 
Lake Historical Association. There were 14 operating hotels on, or near, Cedar Lake's 
shores when Chris Lassen made his decision. 

Chris made a deal, tore down the Armour Brother's ice barn for part of the lumber to 
build the 65-room hotel. To get that lumber to the building site, it was floated from the 
west shore, across the lake, then the lumber was reshaped as it stood on end to dry. The 
bunk house for ice cutters became the original section of the hotel. The Armour Brother's 
Hotel was in a later deal and became the right-wing of the Lassen Hotel. 

The Lassen's Pierce Arrow truck was used to pull the wood-framed Armour Hotel, 
during the winter, across the deeply frozen ice. It is said that the driver stood outside the 
bulky truck and steered, at the same time prepared to jump, as were others on the fenders, 
just in case the ice cracked. So from a village on the northwest shore the hotel was 
miraculously sledded to the northeast corner of the Dance Pavilion. 

Under the supervision of Nicholas Mager, 131 double-sashed windows and plumbing 
was installed - every two bedrooms in the newly built wing had a bath, and old Armour 
Hotel rooms were given wash bowls. 

The Lassen Hotel was grand.....elegant.....a brick fireplace in the lobby, walnut 
handrails on the staircases.....a veranda for lake watching with wide-opened sunporches 
boasting bannisters and white columns.....and the romance of swings...rocking chairs and 
even hammocks in the picnic area. 
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dian-Ohio border on tie 
Maumee River. 

At age 25, he accompa- 
nied a hunting party to the 
Calumet region of Pota- 
watomi country where he 
married Ursa, daughter of 
principal Potawatomi Chief 
Spatke of the 1800-era In- 
dian village, Chicago. 

Shadbonna was later 
elected chief of the 


Potawalomu and Uliawa aa 
assisting in gathering 4,000 
warriors, even from west of 
the Mississippi. 

At the Battle of the 
Thames, Tecumseh was 
serving as brigadier general 
in the British Army. 
Caldwell, usually his second 
in command, was not at the 
location. 

When Tecumseh was 


warriors who could have 
used their ally's ammuni- 
tion, and possibly won the 
War of 1812. 

Though Tecumseh had 
pleaded with Procter, the 
only allegiance the British 
officer showed was just be- 
fore the Battle of the 
Thames when he went 
through the motions of 


The Lassen Empire 


As at all hotels, entire 
families would spend the 
summer, male members 
usually visiting on weekends 
and holidays. 

From 1920 until 1933 
the Lassen Empire was ex- 
ultant in ‘the season.’ Then 
competitors, struggling 
through the Depression, cut 
costs, sometimes even to 
free beverages. The hotel 
business was not as lucra- 
tive, especially in the age of 
the automobile when guests 
could come to the lake and 
spend only a day. 

Chris Lassen cut prices 
in 1933, and sought other 
business in 1935, when he 
came up with the boxing 
bouts that were held in his 
garage. This was of assis- 
tance to the area financially, 
but not enough. His brother 
and partner, Harry, died in 
that year at age 49. 

The dance pavilion, too 
old to hold a crowd, was 
seldom visited, and closed 
after the Cedar Lake Fire 
Department's fundraiser in 
the early 1940s. 


Chris Lassen, who had 
become a Democratic State 
Representative in the 1940s, 
sold his ‘empire’ in 1944. 

Chris and Hazel built a 
new home on the east shore 
and waited for acustom boat 
to be built, which they sailed 
from Michigan to Florida 
via connecting rivers and 
waterways. 

’ Chris died in 1955 and 
Hazel in 1977. Both are 
buried in Ft. Lauderdale. 


The Lassen Empire, with 
children shrieking on the 
beach...teenagers flirting on 
the pavilions porches eating 
saudwiches...cluckens cold 
pots of water, soon to be- 
come one of the famous 
een river 
lelweiss, Seipps, 


promi ers.. 


Maca vo aaivemaad Tosseettibeer - 


brought by Monon Railway 
from local depots...maids 

ishing the oil amps in the 
hotel with the wax paper from 
the boughten bread...Chris 
and Hazel Lassen retiring to 
the bedroom nearest the 
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hotel register so they could 
attend needs of guests at 
any hour..; a Jong season 
for the familr who served, 
who had all thei eggs im 
one basket’ dependent on 
the lake for their lveli- 
hood...the footsteps of 


of Lake of the Red Cedars 
Museum at Cedar Lake. 


Courtesy of Cedar Lake Historical Assoc. 
Hazel Lassen, Lottie, guest from Chicago, Gus Lipschity, 
Chicagoan, owned meat packing company, Lena 
Lassen, Chris Lassen. Notice boat from Dewey Fleet. 


The British had said that if 
they, themselves, did not 
utilize the services of the 
Indian tribes, then the 
American government 
would do so. 

Foremost, his realization 
as a man who traveled the 
entire region of the Mid- 
west, was that the Indians 
were ‘surrounded.’ Where 
could they turn? The only 
possible vision was Amen- 
can settlers and Indians side- 
by-side. 

He did not take up arms 
against Americans again 
after the Battle of the 
Thames. He stood as prac- 
tical peace chief for the 
Potawatomi, Ottawa and 
Chippewa tribes from then 
until 1834. 

During the Winnebago 
Rebellion of 1827, Shad- 
bonna was the contempo- 
rary sent into Big Foot's 
camp to learn his intentions. 
Though he was held pris- 
oner he managed to let oth- 
ers know the plans which 
saved white lives. 

His people began to call 
him ‘White Man's Friend’ in 
reproach. 

Shadbonna's actions to 
save his people during the 
Black Hawk War brought 
him the hatred of many of 


his race which cost him the 


- lives of his son and nephew. 


Black Hawk's rebellion,’ 
was after Sauk and Fox tribes 
were forced across the Mis- 
sissippi and led three years 
ofhand-+o-mouth existence. 
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